Collaborative Action Research 
638B Syllabus 


Overview 

This is the second trimester in a three-trimester course. In this trimester, we will be 
focusing on the A part of ARP. You will be doing the action you planned to do. At the 
same time, you will be gathering data, reflecting on your data and ARP, modifying 
your action as necessary, and writing it up about every six to seven weeks. 


While it is only 1 unit for each of those trimesters, this course constitutes the 
backbone of the MA program. 


Recall when you applied for admission we asked you to bring a real world project, 
idea, issue, or topic to ponder and develop through the course work. In July, when 
you assemble for a juried exhibition of your work before peers, we expect to see 
your AR project as a centerpiece of your portfolio. 


Last trimester was mostly focused on developing an appropriate project focus and 
gathering information from the existing literature in the field or fields that offer the 
most support for your endeavor. It was also a time for banging out some of the 
logistics of the project, e.g, getting participants on board, and finding local support, 
identifying critical friends, and so on. 


This trimester you are deeply involved in doing whatever it is you have planned to 
do, and gathering data to offer you feedback on how that is going. When we meet in 
Denver we will be discussing the results of your first cycle or iteration of the project. 


Communities 

Join a community of practice, if possible, that supports your ARP or part of your ARP. 
Participate in this community. Post interesting things from your interactions with this 
community in newsgroup. It could be part of your journal entry. 

This could be a face to face community or an online community. To help you find 
online communities, visit websites that support your ARP and sometimes there will 
be a link to a listserv supporting that community. This will get you into the mix of 
people who not only know stuff, but they are trying it, too. 


Journal 

It is critical in these next two trimesters to be adding to your journal at least once a 
week. It will help you in the reflection part of praxis, plus it may give you evidence of 
change in your practice over the long haul. When you add to your journal, post the 
url plus a copy of your recent journal entry in the newsgroup. Reposting the url each 
time makes it easier for someone to jump to your journal to read previous postings. 
Copying that week's journal entries into the posting allows people to skim what you 
wrote without jumping to your journal each time. This will lead to a lot of postings 
and an overwhelming amount of reading for everyone. Skim everyone's. You may 
glean an idea or be able to offer an idea. Read more thoroughly those ARP journals 
that are close to what you are trying. 


TI, newsgroups, and office hours 

Most work will be in newsgroups and office hours. Beyond scheduled office hours, I 
will try to be on AIM when I am online for instant office hours, plus you may always 
request specific office hours with an email at least 12 hours in advance of your 
desired time. (That is just to make sure I get the message before the requested 
time. I check my email at least twice a day.) We will probably have a few TI sessions 
for everyone, but those will be announced a week in advance when needed. There 
will be three sessions when we do have TI. 


week one 

Getting ready for mid point meeting 

week two 

recovering from mid point meeting, starting or continuing the Action part of your ARP 
week three 

read chapters 7 and 9 in Big Blue, participate in discussion in ng on these chapters 
week four 

read chapters 10 and 11 in Big Blue, participate in discussion in ng on these chapters 
week five 

read chapter 13 in Big Blue, chapter 6 in McNiff, participate in discussion in ng on 
these chapters 

week six 

read chapters 14 and 15 in Big Blue, participate in discussion in ng on these chapters 
week seven 

read chapter 16 in Big Blue, participate in discussion in ng on these chapters 
week eight 

start working on first cycle document, talk to me to negotiate better timing for first 
cycle for your ARP 

week nine 

first cycle document due unless previously negotiated with me 

week ten 

start second cycle 

week eleven 

continue second cycle 

week twelve 

continue second cycle 

week thirteen 

continue second cycle 

week fourteen 

continue second cycle 

week fifteen 

start working on second cycle document, talk to me to negotiate better timing for 
second cycle for your ARP 


* The ARP site must be up and running with all the links working by the end of this 
tri. 

The site includes all journals/reflections, cycles 1,2 and 3 (if you are there), details 
of the cycles should follow McNiff, data linked to each of the cycles, and your plan to 
wind down by May Your cycle should written as graduate level productions(see link 
oon right for details).Run spell check and ask someone edit your site for hiccups in 
the links, etc. 


